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OBJECTIVES

By the end of this lesson, you should
e know tips for storywriting
e use the writing step of the writing

process to produce a first draft of a
story

GLOSSARY

story climax - the most exciting
moment of a story

writing stage - the second step in the
writing process in which a first
draft is produced
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Review the following concepts from Lesson 1: why we write, the steps of the
writing process, and why it is important to follow these steps (to organize our
ideas). (5 minutes)

Inform students that today they will write the rough draft of their stories. Have
them turn to page 1 of their student booklets. Read “What happens in the writing
stage of the writing process?” Emphasize to them that the actual writing of the
stories will not be difficult because they already have the story plans laid out

in their webs. The task is to transfer the ideas from the webs into sentences. (3
minutes)

What happens in the writing stage of the writing process?

If you have completed the prewriting stage properly, the writing stage will be
a cinch!

In the writing stage, you compose the rough draft of your story. Now, use the
ideas from your story web to guide you.

As a class, read “How should I start my story?” on pages 1 to 2 of the booklet. If
students have any other ideas about an exciting story starter, have them share. (5
to 10 minutes)

How should | start my story?

Always begin your story with an exciting idea. Doing
this will ensure that your reader will want to continue
and finish the story. Think about it—if you pick up a book,
read the first few pages, and find it boring, what do you
do? Most of you will say you’ll put it down and never pick
it up again. Is this what you want to happen with your
story? Of course not! This is why you must start your

story with a BANG!

How can you do this?

e Start with a wild fact! For example: George was so excited, he gulped his
milk and some flew out of his nose!
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e Start in the middle of an action. For example: Crash! The window
splintered into a thousand pieces.

e Have one of your characters say something exciting. For example:
“Aaaaah!” screamed Jennie. “Get that big hairy thing off me!”

The first part of your story should also inform the reader about the following:

¢ the setting
e who the main characters are

e what the conflict is

Together, read “How can I describe the setting?” Discuss with students the
importance of not having long descriptive passages in a short story. Instead, have
some description within the action of the story to give the reader some sense of
place. Too much description slows the pace of the story and the reader may lose
interest. (5 minutes)

How can | describe the setting?

The best way to include the setting in your story is to fit it into the action.
For example, instead of saying Roger ran down the hallway, you could say
Roger galloped down the narrow, dimly-lit hallway. The air was so cold that
he could see the cloudy puffs of his breath in front of him.

Here is another example. Instead of saying Roger climbed the stairway, you
could say Roger touched his foot to the mouldy stairway. As he shifted his
weight, the step groaned eerily under his foot. The rickety banister felt icy and
slippery in Roger’s grip.

Be sure your descriptions appeal to all five of the reader’s senses. To help you
do this, use the brainstormed words from your setting web.
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Reinforce that the same is true when describing character. Read and discuss
“How should I describe my characters?” on page 3. Reinforce that it is much more
interesting to learn about characters through their speech and actions or from
the other characters than from the author describing them. This is why dialogue
is so important in a story. (5 minutes)

How should | describe my characters?

Again, the best way is to fit the descriptions into the
action. If you just describe each character’s
appearance in a paragraph at the beginning

of the story, the reader will not have a

clear understanding of the character’s

personality. Instead, give pictures of the

character involved in different activities

throughout the story.

You can describe your characters in three main
ways.

1. You (the author) can describe them. For example: Gigi had beautiful,
long, auburn hair and sparkling, emerald eyes. Her mouth twitched
mischievously as she stated, “I know exactly how we can get our revenge!”

2. Show what other characters say about them through conversation. For
example: “Gigi, you are such a trouble maker,” giggled Rose. “What kind of
crazy scheme do you want us to get involved in now?”

3. Show how the your characters speak and act. For example: “It’s perfectly
safe,” Gigi retorted, winking at Rose. “I would never do anything that
would get us in trouble,” she added, but at the same time, she held up both
hands, showing that her fingers were crossed. “I promise,” she snickered.

Read “How should I introduce the conflict?” and “What should the body of my
story be about?” on page 4 of the student booklet. Stress the importance of having
a balance between dialogue and description prose.
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How should | infroduce the conflict?

The conflict is best introduced by having the main character think or talk
about it. For example:

Rose groaned and put her head in her hands. She grumbled, “Gigi, I know
that you dislike Roger and that he has been treating you unfairly.”

“Unfairly!” Gigi screeched. “He’s been tormenting me about my braces for
the last two years. I'm sick of being called ‘metal mouth’. It’s about time I
decided to get back at him!”

What should the body of my story be about?

The body of your story should include all of the main events listed on your
story web. These events should happen in a logical order. In this part of the
story the main character tries to solve his or her problem.

Some suspense should be used in the body. The action should build to the
most exciting moment (the climax) of the story. This moment can be a
major crisis for your character, or it can be the event that solves the main
character’s problem.

Try to include an equal amount of description and dialogue in your story. Too
much of one or the other can make your story boring for your reader.

Read “How should I end my story?” on page 4 of the student booklet. Discuss why
leaving your title until you have finished your rough draft is important. This is
so the title can properly reflect the contents of the story.

(5 minutes)

How should | end my story?

When you made your story web, you already decided how your story would
end. Use this information now.

The ending should come right after the climax of your story. Do not drag

things out! Again, you do not want to bore your reader. When the problem is
solved, the reader is not interested in hearing much more. Wrap it up!
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Basically, all loose ends should be “tied up” so that your readers are not left
scratching their heads because they have unanswered questions.

Now is also the best time to think of an interesting title for your story. The
title is best left to the end so you can be sure it fits your story.

Have students complete “Let’s Try It!” on page 5. They will write the rough draft
of their story in this activity. Remind them that getting their ideas down at this
point is more important than to worry much about spelling and punctuation.
Also, remind them that if they make a mistake, to cross it out and keep going

rather than throwing away the paper and starting again. (30 to 35 minutes)
Some students may need to finish the rough draft at home.

Let’s Try If!

Now that you are an expert on how to write a story, try it. Take one of the
story webs that you completed in the last lesson and write a rough draft for a
story. Remember to include all the parts talked about in this lesson. Double
space your story to leave space for revisions and corrections at a later time.
Use the next two pages for your story. Once you have completed the rough
draft, use the checklist below to be sure you have covered everything.

1. The beginning of my story is exciting.

2. I have described the setting of my story.

3. I have described my characters.

4. T have explained the conflict and how the problem was solved.

5. I have equal amounts of dialogue and description in my story.

6. My story has a climax.

7. My story does not leave the reader with unanswered
questions.

8. I have an appropriate title for my story.
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. ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|

Student stories will vary.
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Optional: Assign Extra Practice.

Exira Practice

You still have one story web left. Create a rough draft of a story that uses
this web. Remember to include the following parts:

an exciting beginning

a description of the setting

a description of the main characters

a conflict or problem that is solved

events in proper order

description balanced with dialogue

a climax

an ending that answers remaining questions
an appropriate title

You can start your story below and continue on paper of your own.
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